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a  St  Andrew's  Cross;  another  witli  the  addition  of  initials,  monograms  of 
initials  as  J.  S.,  and  simple  initials.  One  displays  the  initials  J.  R,  with 
the  date,  1600,  above  them.  Then  we  have  simply  a  castle ;  next  we  have 
the  castle,  varying  in  style,  with  initials  on  each  side,  and  later,  with  the 
addition  of  a  date  below  the  castle;  the  first  being  1610,  with  the  initials 
G.  G.  This  series  of  castle  stamps  then  runs  regularly  on  over  the  plate, 
with  varj'ing  initials  and  dates  down  to  the  year  1764.  A  few  stamps  of  a 
different  character  occur  among  the  earlier  castle  stamps,  as,  for  example, 
one  displays  the  initials  and  a  hammer  between ;  another  initials  and  a 
small  expanded  rose  bet\veen  them,  and  the  date  1616;  this  last  single 
stamp  is  repeated  on  the  back  of  the  plate,  which  is  otherwise  plain.  The 
second  plate  bears  only  two  stamps,  the  castle,  with  the  initials  J.  B.  and 
the  date  1760,  and  another  with  the  initials  J.  G.  and  the  date  1764. 

Besides  these  official  like  plates,  the  box  contains  two  cut  portions  of 
apparently  an  ordinary  pewter  plate ;  one  of  these  bears  two  stamps,  a 
large  expanded  rose,  like  the  rose  on  the  early  coins  of  England,  witli  a 
crown  above,  and  with  the  initials  on  each  side.  The  other  portion  of 
pewter  plate  bears  a  slightly  differing  rose,  &c.,  and  is  inscribed  below  it 
HARD  MET — the  rest  of  the  word  being  illegible,  probably  for  hard  metal; 
evidently  the  stamp  for  some  particular  kind  or  quality  of  a  comjjound 
metal,  probably  pewter  as  contrasted  with  a  softer  quality  of  the  metal. 

The  box  lilcewise  contains  a  small  pewter  cup.  If  inches  high  by  li 
inch  broad,  with  the  initials  A  W  scratched  on  its  side.  There  is  also  a 
small  squared  piece  of  pewter  with  a  couple  of  stamps  on  it,  of  the  castle, 
and  dates  1669  and  1671. 

The  statement  in  the  MS.  paper  seems  a  very  extraordinary  explanation 
"f  the  box  and  its  contents,  and  not  a  very  satisfactory  one.  The  idea 
"f  the  wild  Gipsy  Faas  of  Yetholm  cawying  about  this  almost  empty 
box,  with  its  stamped  plates  of  pewter  and  dates  thereon,  as  their  mysterious 
antliority  to  rove  about  the  country,  seems  to  me  too  wonderful  to  be 
true — at  least  in  the  total  absence  of  any  apparent  evidence  to  support  it. 

the  other  hand,  the  box,  with  its  rich  ornamental  iron  uiountiiigs,  as 
I  have  said,  has  a  certain  official-like  character,  and  AviMi  its  regular  scries 
of  stamped  impressions  and  dates  on  the  peculiarly  shaped  pewter  ])lates, 
^•■eni  to  me,  in  want  of  a  better  explanation,  mucli  more  suggestive  ol" 
it.s  liaving  been  the  official  record  of  the  trade  or  as.^ay  marks  of  s(.n:e 
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incoiporatedHody  of  workers  in  metal,  proHaWy  pewterer».  than  anything 

'^?he  pewterers  were  once  a  very  important  My  of  craftemen  in  this 
eoXf  at  a  time  wlien  almost  all  — e^s 

ri:::7:^"ori:rti^^^^^^^^ 
£::rt^r;=r:t.:^^^ 

rf:r::raret;'w:r  pl%or  L.  or  n—  .r  t.  sa. 
"'TrsCof  tie  eastle  so  exactly  resembles  the  oonventional  castle  on 

^  0?  the « City 

the  Tarions  Deans  ot  Guild,  or  tue  v^oiiv  ^  Constitu- 

corresponding  dates,  in  the  1-'-  ;«":^,,S'X  «arn  tionottl,e 

tion  ol  tlie  City  of  Edinbiu-gl.-Minbnrgli  If « .  ^ 

1  r.f  +liP  TmrovDoratioii  of  Hammermen  migM  prouai)i;y 
records  of  the  ^^''^^"^^  of  the  rose  (a  small  one  only  occurrmg  on 

Ugkt  on  tins  matter,   ilie  baa„e  oi  in^       \  portions  of  pewter 

o,;  of  the  early  stamps),  which  is  sta^ni^d  on  1  e  en    °  ■  - 
plates  contained  in  the  box,  is  not,  ;>>'l='=d'  f '     ^^^^^^^^  p,„„eeuik  in 
old  Edinhiu^h  "  Peutherers,"  at  least  as  giv  n  by  Akxande 

Ms  "Historical  Account  of  the  ^^^^  J^^^^ 

a  chevron  argent,  betwixt  three  VO'^^^^"  -^^^    I  ,„,ri„gs 

flowered  The  rose  formB  part,  >  °      i„,„,„o,^Uou  from 

of  the  ancient  Pewterers  of  L-^";-;  ^'^tto  t  J  o^^^^ 

1482;  their  armorial  --8"»  "'-^'^  1  arms  holding  a  pewter 

cross  bMs  <mjad,  as  many  roses  gul(»  ,  the  «™  ^.1,„ 

aish  proper,  the  -Hn-ters 'wo  »  W^^^ 

motto,  "      Ood  u  all  «v  ;,^l,,„l  t„  the  portcuUiscs 

„„  the  shield.  The  cross  bats  ou  tins  slucld       *  " 

„f  the  Scots  pewterers,  the  shape  of  both  is  somewhat  aliU ,  c 
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be  no  niifitake  in  the  reading  of  the  Scottish  shield,  may  it  have  been 
formed  upon  the  English  shield  ?  Curiously  enough,  the  woodcut  of  the 
arms  given  by  K  Bailey  in  the  second  volume  of  his  Dictionary,  represents 
these  cross  bars  of  a  corresponding  shape  to  the  pewter  plates  contained 
in  this  box,  only  broader  in  proportion.  I  should,  indeed,  have  rather 
supposed  them  to  represent  three  plates  of  pewter  argent,  the  form  of  the 
pewter  plates  of  the  box  being  so  much  like  them,  that  it  looks  almost 
as  if  they  might  have  been  copied  from  the  blazomy  of  the  shield.  (See 
N,  Bailey's  English  Dictionary.) 

Some  time  ago  I  caUed  on  Mr  Moyes,  now  almost  our  only  Edinburgh 
pewterer;  he  occupies  a  shop  in  the  Grassmarket,  at  the  foot  of  the  West 
Bow,  where  he  succeeded,  he  believes,  to  several  generations  of  pewterers. 
I  asked  him  if  they  used  any  stamps  now,  at  least  with  the  pattern  of  a 
rose  on  them ;  he  told  me  they  did  not  use  many  stamps  or  dies  now 
(except,  perhaps,  the  Government  stamps  for  measui-es),  but  long  ago  they 
used  various  stamps,  and  he  remembered  many  lying  about  the  shop, 
which  had  been  mostly  thrown  aside  as  useless.   He  still,  however,  had  a 
stamp  or  two,  and  it  was  rather  interesting  to  find  that  one  of  these 
consisted  of  the  words  superfine  hard  metal,  corresponding  to  the  hard 
METAL  die  stamp  in  the  old  oak  box,  this  being  distinctive  of  the  finer 
metal  of  the  pewterers,  formed  of  a  larger  proportion  of  tm  and  less  of 
lead.    Other  dies  consisted  of  a  large  Scots  thistle 
displayed,  the  initials  of  a  previous  pewterer,  with 
ED.  for  Edinburgh  ;  another  his  full  name,  William 
Scott,  Avith  a  bird  perched  on  the  globe,  and  a 
flower  at  each  side ;  while  another  closely  resembled 
the  rose  stamps  on  the  pewter  plates  of  tlie  box. 
He  kindly  stamped  this  last  die  for  me  on  a  piece 
of  pewter  (and  it  is  now  exhibited).      (See  the 
annexed  figure  printed  from  the  die  itself.)  Tliis 
stamp  of  the  rose  had  also  the  or  javu  above,  and       Pewterers'  old 
to  show,  perhaps,  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  Stamp. 
England,  or,  at  least,  to  give  the  correct  locality  of 
the  place  where  tlio  article  stamped  with  it  was  made,  it  had  the  name 
oi  Edinburgh  cut  across  it  on  a  ribbon  below  the  rose.  In  tliis  stan  i, 
then,  we  have  a  proof  of  the  rose  having  been  actually  used  as 'a  dis' 
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tocUve  stamp  by  o„r  Scottish  Pewterers,  p.„U%,  however,  only  at  a 

"TtXTol'wl  its  stamped  plates,  taken  in  connection  with 
Whetliei  tins  Dox,  wit  r        ^   „^  „  inscribed  above,  may 

the  rose  stamp  of  the  pew  crcr  w^  t.^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 

possiWy  also  show  that,  /li' ™™  ,  Pewterers  came  to  settle 
some  members  of  the  I^ndon  Incorporation  of  l  ewte  ^^^^ 

i„  mnhurgh,  -^,,^-8«.!~ter/4  h  m'i'some  search  or 
Had  time  and  health  permrtted  I  mtende  ^p^^;^,,^ 

inqniry  into  the  records  of  oui  ^ „^  ^,tter. 

the  Pewterers,  to  see  ^^^^^J^^^ZZlus\o.  and  its  contents  wili 

AU  things  considered  I  have  little  dou 
hefonndtohearelieofourSco t  i  hc^^n^™^  H 

I  think  I  have,  at  least,  /  tte  small  cap  of  pewter 

.ith  a  hody  assay,  or  other  purpose, 

fol^^r crof  testing  the  ^ali^  of  the  metal  prepara.. 

to  stamping  the  mannfactnred  articles  of  pewtu. 
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NOTICE  OF  A  PECULIAR  WEAPON  OR  HARPOON  OF  BRONZE  FOUND 
ON  THE  BANK  OF  THE  RIVER  TWEED,  NEAR  NORHAM.  By 
JOHN  ALEXANDER  SMITH,  M.D.,  Sec.  S.A.  Scot.,  F.R.S.E. 


The  bronze  weapon  now  exliibited  is  of  a  somewliat  peculiar  furiii  ; 
indeed,  it  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  which  has  come  under  my  observa- 
tion, and  I  have  not  seen  a  description  of  any  bronze  exactly  correspond- 
ing to  it. 

It  does  not  resemble  an  ordinary  spear  head,  but  is  more  complicated 
in  its  character.  It  consists  in  front  of  a  tapering  blade,  of  dark  red 
coloured  bronze,  with  a  projecting  midrib,  which  terminates  in  a  poiuted 
extremity,  and  runs  backwards  to  a  pointed  barb  on  each  side,  behind 
these  barbs,  two  other  barbs,  rounded  and  more  abrupt  in  character, 
project  outwards  and  backwards  from  each  side  of  the  strong  middle 
rib  of  the  weapon ;  behind  these  again  there,  is  a  short,  rounded,  hori- 
zontal bar  or  stop,  Avith  blunt  extremity,  which  also  projects  outwards  on 
each  side.  And  the  weapon,  instead  of  terminating  in  a  hollow  or  tubidai- 
socket  for  attacliing  it  to  a  handle,  tapers  gradually  backwards,  and  ter- 
minates in  a  rather  blunt  point,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  its  beuig 
inserted  in  a  hollow  socket  of  corresponduig  size  at  the  extremity  of  a 
wooden  shaft  or  liandle.  Tlie  base  of  the  transverse  bar  or  stop,  on  one 
side,  is  pierced  by  a  regularly  cut  circular  perforation. 

The  bronze  measures  one  foot  in  length,  by  2^  inches  in  greatest 
breadth  across  the  blade ;  and  the  blade  part,  from  the  point  in  fi-ont  to 
the  extremity  of  one  of  its  lateral  barbs,  measures  6^  inclies.  Thr 
middle  bar  is  about  1  inch  across  at  the  barbs,  and  tlie  two  barbs  project 
tliree-quarters  of  an  inch  on  each  side,  the  transverse  bar  half  an  inch ; 


